
	 1	

I n d e l i b l e 	 G r a c e 	 C h u r c h , 	 S e p t emb e r 	 2 0 1 6 	

The	Self-Existence	of	God 	

	

The	Ontological	Argument	for	the	Existence	of	God	
	
Effect	<-	Cause	<-	Cause	<-	Cause	<-	Cause	<-	???	
	
In	the	beginning,	God	created	the	heavens	and	the	earth.	(Genesis	1:1)	
	

Who	is	this	God?	
	
22	So	Paul,	standing	in	the	midst	of	the	Areopagus,	said:	“Men	of	Athens,	I	
perceive	that	in	every	way	you	are	very	religious.	23	For	as	I	passed	along	and	
observed	the	objects	of	your	worship,	I	found	also	an	altar	with	this	inscription:	
‘To	the	unknown	god.’	What	therefore	you	worship	as	unknown,	this	I	proclaim	
to	you.	24	The	God	who	made	the	world	and	everything	in	it,	being	Lord	of	
heaven	and	earth,	does	not	live	in	temples	made	by	man,	25	nor	is	he	served	by	
human	hands,	as	though	he	needed	anything,	since	he	himself	gives	to	all	
mankind	life	and	breath	and	everything.	(Acts	17:22-25)	
	
To	whom	then	will	you	liken	God,	or	what	likeness	compare	with	him?		

(Isaiah	40:18)	
	

Westminster	Confession	of	Faith,	Chapter	2.2	
	God	has	all	life,	glory,	goodness,	blessedness,	in	and	of	Himself;	and	is	alone	in	

and	unto	Himself	all-sufficient,	not	standing	in	need	of	any	creatures	which	He	
has	made,	nor	deriving	any	glory	from	them,	but	only	manifesting	His	own	

glory	in,	by,	unto,	and	upon	them.	He	is	the	alone	fountain	of	all	being,	of	
whom,	through	whom,	and	to	whom	are	all	things;	and	has	most	sovereign	

dominion	over	them,	to	do	by	them,	for	them,	or	upon	them	whatsoever	
Himself	pleases.	In	His	sight	all	things	are	open	and	manifest,	His	knowledge	is	

infinite,	infallible,	and	independent	upon	the	creature,	so	as	nothing	is	to	Him	
contingent,	or	uncertain.	He	is	most	holy	in	all	His	counsels,	in	all	His	works,	

and	in	all	His	commands.	To	Him	is	due	from	angels	and	men,	and	every	other	
creature,	whatsoever	worship,	service,	or	obedience	He	is	pleased	to	require	

of	them.	
	
	

	

God,	the	Uncaused	Cause	
	

For	as	the	Father	has	life	in	himself,	so	he	has	granted	the	Son	also	to	
have	life	in	himself.	(John	5:26)	
	
The	aseity	of	God	//	A	se	=	from	himself	
	
"God	is	said	to	have	life	in	himself,	not	only	because	he	alone	lives	by	his	

own	inherent	power,	but	because,	containing	in	himself	the	fullness	of	
life,	he	communicates	life	to	all	things."	(John	Calvin)	

	
God	is	Eternally	Independent	
	

Before	the	mountains	were	brought	forth,	or	ever	you	had	formed	the	earth	and	
the	world,	from	everlasting	to	everlasting	you	are	God.	(Psalm	90:2)	
	
48	Yet	the	Most	High	does	not	dwell	in	houses	made	by	hands,	as	the	prophet	
says,	49	“‘Heaven	is	my	throne,	and	the	earth	is	my	footstool.	What	kind	of	house	
will	you	build	for	me,	says	the	Lord,	or	what	is	the	place	of	my	rest?	50	Did	not	my	
hand	make	all	these	things?’	(Acts	7:48-50)	

	
Independent	in	His	Thought	
	

“For	who	has	known	the	mind	of	the	Lord,	or	who	has	been	his	counselor?”	
(Romans	11:34)	
	

Independent	in	His	Power	
	

Our	God	is	in	the	heavens;	he	does	all	that	he	pleases.	(Psalm	115:3)	
	

Independent	in	His	Counsel	
	

The	counsel	of	the	LORD	stands	forever,	the	plans	of	his	heart	to	all	generations.	
(Psalm	33:11	)	
	
	



	 2	

Independent	in	His	Will	
	

all	the	inhabitants	of	the	earth	are	accounted	as	nothing,	and	he	does	according	
to	his	will	among	the	host	of	heaven	and	among	the	inhabitants	of	the	earth;	and	
none	can	stay	his	hand	or	say	to	him,	“What	have	you	done?”	(Daniel	4:35)	
	
You	will	say	to	me	then,	“Why	does	he	still	find	fault?	For	who	can	resist	his	
will?”	(Romans	9:19)	
	
he	predestined	us	for	adoption	to	himself	as	sons	through	Jesus	Christ,	according	
to	the	purpose	of	his	will,	(Ephesians	1:5)	
	
“Worthy	are	you,	our	Lord	and	God,	to	receive	glory	and	honor	and	power,	for	
you	created	all	things,	and	by	your	will	they	existed	and	were	created.”	
(Revelation	4:11) 
	

The	Burning	Bush	
	

1	Now	Moses	was	keeping	the	flock	of	his	father-in-law,	Jethro,	the	priest	of	
Midian,	and	he	led	his	flock	to	the	west	side	of	the	wilderness	and	came	to	

Horeb,	the	mountain	of	God.	2	And	the	angel	of	the	LORD	appeared	to	him	in	a	
flame	of	fire	out	of	the	midst	of	a	bush.	He	looked,	and	behold,	the	bush	was	

burning,	yet	it	was	not	consumed.	3	And	Moses	said,	“I	will	turn	aside	to	see	this	
great	sight,	why	the	bush	is	not	burned.”	4	When	the	LORD	saw	that	he	turned	

aside	to	see,	God	called	to	him	out	of	the	bush,	“Moses,	Moses!”	And	he	said,	
“Here	I	am.”	5	Then	he	said,	“Do	not	come	near;	take	your	sandals	off	your	feet,	

for	the	place	on	which	you	are	standing	is	holy	ground.”	6	And	he	said,	“I	am	the	
God	of	your	father,	the	God	of	Abraham,	the	God	of	Isaac,	and	the	God	of	Jacob.”	

And	Moses	hid	his	face,	for	he	was	afraid	to	look	at	God.		

7	Then	the	LORD	said,	“I	have	surely	seen	the	affliction	of	my	people	who	are	in	
Egypt	and	have	heard	their	cry	because	of	their	taskmasters.	I	know	their	

sufferings,	8	and	I	have	come	down	to	deliver	them	out	of	the	hand	of	the	
Egyptians	and	to	bring	them	up	out	of	that	land	to	a	good	and	broad	land,	a	land	

flowing	with	milk	and	honey,	to	the	place	of	the	Canaanites,	the	Hittites,	the	
Amorites,	the	Perizzites,	the	Hivites,	and	the	Jebusites.	9	And	now,	behold,	the	

cry	of	the	people	of	Israel	has	come	to	me,	and	I	have	also	seen	the	oppression	
with	which	the	Egyptians	oppress	them.	10	Come,	I	will	send	you	to	Pharaoh	that	

you	may	bring	my	people,	the	children	of	Israel,	out	of	Egypt.”		

	

11	But	Moses	said	to	God,	“Who	am	I	that	I	should	go	to	Pharaoh	and	bring	the	
children	of	Israel	out	of	Egypt?”	12	He	said,	“But	I	will	be	with	you,	and	this	shall	

be	the	sign	for	you,	that	I	have	sent	you:	when	you	have	brought	the	people	out	
of	Egypt,	you	shall	serve	God	on	this	mountain.”	13	Then	Moses	said	to	God,	“If	I	

come	to	the	people	of	Israel	and	say	to	them,	‘The	God	of	your	fathers	has	sent	
me	to	you,’	and	they	ask	me,	‘What	is	his	name?’	what	shall	I	say	to	them?”	14	

God	said	to	Moses,	“I	AM	WHO	I	AM.”	And	he	said,	“Say	this	to	the	people	of	
Israel:	‘I	AM	has	sent	me	to	you.’”	(Exodus	3:1-14)		

		The	unburning	bush	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
The	Creative	Word	of	Genesis	1	
	

1	In	the	beginning	was	the	Word,	and	the	Word	was	with	God,	and	the	
Word	was	God.	2	He	was	in	the	beginning	with	God.	3	All	things	were	
made	through	him,	and	without	him	was	not	any	thing	made	that	was	
made.	4	In	him	was	life,	and	the	life	was	the	light	of	men.	(John	1:1-4)	
	
	
	
	

We	are	defined	by	I	AM		
	

But	by	the	grace	of	God	I	am	what	I	am,	and	his	grace	toward	me	was	not	
in	vain.	On	the	contrary,	I	worked	harder	than	any	of	them,	though	it	was	
not	I,	but	the	grace	of	God	that	is	with	me.	(1	Corinthians	15:10)	

	


