THE WHOLE BIBLE: 66 BOOKS IN 10 WEEKS
Romans — Colossians

The Epistles, part one
- Referred to as the Pauline epistles
- Written to the fledgling churches
- Teach believers how to live in between the coming of Christ
and the final consummation of God’s promises

Acts 26

24T journeyed to Damascus... I saw on the way a light from heaven... '* And
when we had all fallen to the ground, I heard a voice saying to me in the Hebrew
language, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me? It is hard for you to kick
against the goads.’ " And 1 said, ‘Who are you, Lord?” And the Lord said, ‘I am
Jesus whom you are persecuting. ' But rise and stand upon your feet, for [ have
appeared to you for this purpose, to appoint you as a servant and witness to the
things in which you have seen me and to those in which I will appear to you,

17 delivering ?fou from your people and from the Gentiles—to whom I am
sending you ¥to open their eyes, so that they may turn from darkness to light
and from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins
and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.’

*2To this day I have had the help that comes from God, and so I stand
here testifying both to small and §reat, saying nothing but what the prophets and
Moses said would come to pass: > that the Christ must suffer and that, by being
the first to rise from the dead, he would proclaim light both to our people and to
the Gentiles.”

INTRODUCTION TO ROMANS

o The character of God
o The believer’s relation to the law
o The Jews and Gentiles as the people of God

Romans 1

' For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation
to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. " For in it the
righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, “The
righteous shall live by faith.”
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Romans 3

*' But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law,
although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it—>> the righteousness of
God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no
distinction: ** for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, * and are
justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus,

» whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by

faith. This was to show God's ri%hteousness, because in his divine forbearance
he had passed over former sins. “° It was to show his righteousness at the
present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith
in Jesus.

INTRODUCTION TO 1&2 CORINTHIANS

o The uniqueness of the Christian message
o Letters of instruction and correction
o The Gospel at work in the Church

1 Corinthians 1-2

" Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this
age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? I For since, in the wisdom
of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly
of what we preach to save those who believe. > For Jews demand signs and Greeks
seek wisdom, » but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to
Gentiles, 2 but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of
God and the wisdom of God. ** For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the
weakness of God is stronger than men... ** my speech and my message were not in
plausible words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, ~ so that
your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.

2 Corinthians 11

?For I feel a divine jealousy for you, since I betrothed you to one husband, to
present you as a pure virgin to Christ. 3But I am afraid that as the serpent
deceived Eve by his cunning, your thoughts will be led astray from a sincere and
pure devotion to Christ. * For if someone comes and proclaims another Jesus
than the one we proclaimed, or if you receive a different spirit from the one you
received, or if you accept a different gospel from the one you accepted, you put
up with it readily enough.



INTRODUCTION TO GALATIANS

o Denial of false gospels
o Life in the Spirit

Galatians 3

P To give a human example, brothers: even with a man-made covenant, no one
annuls it or adds to it once it has been ratified. '® Now the promises were made to
Abraham and to his offspring. It does not say, “And to offsprings,” referring to
many, but referring to one, “And to your offspring,” who is Christ. " This is
what I mean: the law, which came 430 years afterward, does not annul a
covenant previously ratified by God, so as to make the promise void. '8 For if the
inheritance comes by the law, it no longer comes by promise; but God gave it to
Abraham by a promise... » And if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's
offspring, heirs according to promise.

INTRODUCTION TO EPHESIANS

o Christ reconciling creation to himself
o Christ uniting all people to him
o Gospel imperatives in light of Gospel indicatives

Ephesians 2

" Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called “the
uncircumcision” by what is called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh
by hands—'? remember that you were at that time separated from Christ,
alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of
promise, having no hope and without God in the world. " But now in Christ
Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.
" For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down
in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility 1 by abolishing the law of
commandments expressed in ordinances, that he might create in himself one new
man in place of the two, so making peace, '° and might reconcile us both to God
in one body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility.

"7 And he came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace
to those who were near. '* For through him we both have access in one Spirit to
the Father. '’ So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow
citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, 2 built on the
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the
cornerstone, >' in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a
holy temple in the Lord. *In him you also are being built together into a
dwelling place for God by the Spirit.

INTRODUCTION TO PHILIPPIANS

o Joy
o Identification with the crucified and risen Christ

Philippians 3

2 Look out for the dogs, look out for the evildoers, look out for those who mutilate the
flesh. * For we are the circumcision, who worship by the Spirit of God and glory in
Christ Jesus and put no confidence in the flesh—* though I myself have reason for
confidence in the flesh also. If anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the
flesh, I have more: ° circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe
of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; Sas to zeal, a persecutor
of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless.

" But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. ® Indeed, I
count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my
Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in
order that I may gain Christ ?and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my
own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the
righteousness from God that depends on faith—'" that I may know him and the power
of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death,

" that by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead.

INTRODUCTION TO COLOSSIANS

o The sufficiency of Christ
o Growing in maturity in light of the Gospel

Colossians 3
"If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ
is, seated at the right hand of God. ?Set your minds on things that are above, not on
things that are on earth. *For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in
God. * When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in
glory.

> Put to death therefore what is earthly in you... ' In these you too once
walked, when you were living in them. ® But now you must put them all away...
K seeing that you have put off the old self with its practices " and have put on the new
self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator. "'Here there
is not Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free;
but Christ is all, and in all.



