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Ten Commandments: The Third Word 
“You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not hold him 
guiltless who takes his name in vain.” (Exodus 20:7) 

 

The Importance of God’s Name 

O God, save me by your name, and vindicate me by your might. (Psalm 54:1) 
 

We give thanks to you, O God; we give thanks, for your name is near. We recount your wondrous 
deeds. (Psalm 75:1) 
 

Yet he saved them for his name's sake, that he might make known his mighty power. (Psalm 106:8) 
 

He sent redemption to his people; he has commanded his covenant forever. Holy and awesome is his 
name! (Psalm 111:9) 

	  

The Name of God and the Revelation of God 

God said to Moses, “I am who I am.” And he said, “Say this to the people of Israel, ‘I am has sent me 
to you.’” God also said to Moses, “Say this to the people of Israel, ‘The Lord, the God of your fathers, 
the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you.’ This is my name 
forever, and thus I am to be remembered throughout all generations. (Exodus 3:14-15) 
 

Misusing God’s Name in Scripture 

Sorcery  
There shall not be…anyone who practices divination or tells fortunes or interprets omens, or a 
sorcerer or a charmer or a medium or a necromancer or one who inquires of the dead, for whoever 
does these things is an abomination to the LORD. (Deuteronomy 18:10-12) 
 
False Prophecy 
And the LORD said to me: “The prophets are prophesying lies in my name.I did not send them, nor did I 
command them or speak to them. They are prophesying to you a lying vision, worthless divination, 
and the deceit of their own minds. Therefore thus says the LORD concerning the prophets who 
prophesy in my name although I did not send them, and who say,‘Sword and famine shall not come 
upon this land’: By sword and famine those prophets shall be consumed. (Jeremiah 14:14-15) 
 
Swearing False Oaths 
You shall not swear by my name falsely, and so profane the name of your God: I am 
the LORD. (Leviticus 19:12) 
 
The Name as Magic 
11 And God was doing extraordinary miracles by the hands of Paul,12 so that even handkerchiefs or 
aprons that had touched his skin were carried away to the sick, and their diseases left them and the 
evil spirits came out of them. 13 Then some of the itinerant Jewish exorcists undertook to invoke the 
name of the Lord Jesus over those who had evil spirits, saying, “I adjure you by the Jesus whom Paul 
proclaims.”14 Seven sons of a Jewish high priest named Sceva were doing this. 15 But the evil spirit 
answered them, “Jesus I know, and Paul I recognize, but who are you?” 16 And the man in whom was 
the evil spirit leaped on them, mastered all of them and overpowered them, so that they fled out of that 
house naked and wounded. 17 And this became known to all the residents of Ephesus, both Jews and 
Greeks. And fear fell upon them all, and the name of the Lord Jesus was extolled. (Acts 19:11-17) 

 



Jesus and the Name of God 

Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am.” (John 8:58) 
 
Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every 
name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under 
the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father.(Philippians 2:9-11) 

 

The Higher Standard 

The name of Jesus and the life of the believer 

I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God that you may know that you 
have eternal life. (1 John 5:13) 

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, (Matthew 28:19) 

And such were some of you. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the 
name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. (1 Corinthians 6:11) 

Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son.14 If you ask 
me anything in my name, I will do it. (John 14:13-14) 

 

Our lives speak the name of Jesus 

“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one 
who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did 
we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in 
your name?’ And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of 
lawlessness.’ (Matthew 7:21-23) 

I know where you dwell, where Satan's throne is. Yet you hold fast my name, and you did 
not deny my faith even in the days of Antipas my faithful witness, who was killed among you, 
where Satan dwells.(Revelation 2:13) 

And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks 
to God the Father through him. (Colossians 3:17)  

 


