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Ordo Salutis: Sanctification 
 

Effectual Calling | Regeneration | Faith & Repentance| Justification| Adoption| Sanctification | Glorification 

 

Definition –  The progressive work of God and man that makes us more and more free from sin and like 
Christ in our actual lives. 
 
Sanctify = to set apart. Sanctification = the process of separating. 
 

 “Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living 
sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship.” (Romans 12:1) 
 

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, training us to renounce 
ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives… (Titus 2:11-12) 
 

“The tyranny of sin over your life has been topped; therefore, do not live as thought his has not happened.” (Michael Horton) 

 
The Need for Sanctification 
 

God is holy 
 

“You shall be holy, for I am holy.” (1 Peter 1:16) 
 

Strive for …the holiness without which no one will see the Lord. (Hebrews 12:14) 
 

You who are of purer eyes than to see evil and cannot look at wrong… (Habakkuk 1:13) 
 
God’s people are made to be holy (sanctified) 
 

 Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured 
possession among all peoples, for all the earth is mine;  and you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and 
a holy nation. (Exodus 19:5-6) 
 

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you 
may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. (1 Peter 
2:9-10) 
 
 

Definitive Sanctification 
 

Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken to you (John 15:3) 
 

Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? … And such were some of 
you. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ 
and by the Spirit of our God. (1 Corinthians 6:9-11) 
 

I have written to you very boldly by way of reminder, because of the grace given me by God to be a 
minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles in the priestly service of the gospel of God, so that the offering of 
the Gentiles may be acceptable, sanctified by the Holy Spirit. (Romans 15:15-16) 
 

 And by that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 
(Hebrews 10:10) 
 

So Jesus also suffered outside the gate in order to sanctify the people through his own blood. (Hebrews 
13:12) 
 
We are holy (definitive sanctification); therefore we are to be holy (progressive sanctification) 
 



 

Progressive Sanctification 
 
Sanctification is synergistic 
 

Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my presence but much more 
in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you, both 
to will and to work for his good pleasure. (Philippians 2:12-13) 
 
Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit and soul and 
body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful; he will surely 
do it. (1 Thessalonians 5:23) 
 
Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the power 
at work within us… (Ephesians 3:20) 
 
We are not saved by works, but are saved for works  
 

For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, 
that we should walk in them. (Ephesians 2:10) 
 
 
 

The Means of Sanctification 
 
Mortification 
 

Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and 
covetousness, which is idolatry. (Colossians 3:5) 
 

Since we have these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from every defilement of body and 
spirit, bringing holiness to completion in the fear of God. (2 Corinthians 7:1) 
 

For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the 
body, you will live. (Romans 8:13) 
 
Vivification 
 

If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the 
right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. (Colossians 
3:1-2) 
 

For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you abstain from sexual immorality; that each one of 
you know how to control his own body in holiness and honor, not in the passion of lust like the Gentiles 
who do not know God; that no one transgress and wrong his brother in this matter, because the Lord is 
an avenger in all these things, as we told you beforehand and solemnly warned you. For God has not 
called us for impurity, but in holiness. (1 Thessalonians 4:3-7) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Distortions of Sanctification 
 

Legalism 
 

“Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh? Did you suffer 
so many things in vain—if indeed it was in vain? Does he who supplies the Spirit to you and works miracles 
among you do so by works of the law, or by hearing with faith” (Gal 3:3-5) 
 
Antinomianism 
 

What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? By no means! How can we 
who died to sin still live in it?...  Do not present your members to sin as instruments for unrighteousness, but 
present yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life, and your members to 
God as instruments for righteousness. (Romans 6:1-2, 13) 
 

No one who abides in him keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has either seen him or known 
him. (1 John 3:6) 
 
 

The Struggle for Sanctification 
 

For I delight in the law of God, in my inner being, but I see in my members another law waging war 
against the law of my mind and making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members.  
Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death? Thanks be to God through Jesus 
Christ our Lord! So then, I myself serve the law of God with my mind, but with my flesh I serve the law of 
sin. (Romans 7:22-25) 
 
 

The End of Sanctification 
 

And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same 
image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit. (2 Corinthians 
3:18) 
 

Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that 
when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. 3 And everyone who thus hopes 
in him purifies himself as he is pure. (I John 3:2-3) 
 

But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of God, the fruit you get leads to 
sanctification and its end, eternal life. (John 6:22) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3 His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge 
of him who called us to his own glory and excellence, 4 by which he has granted to us his precious and 
very great promises, so that through them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having 
escaped from the corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire. 5 For this very reason, make 
every effort to supplement your faith with virtue, and virtue with knowledge, 6 and knowledge with self-
control, and self-control with steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness, 7 and godliness with 
brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love. 8 For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, 
they keep you from being ineffective or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 For whoever 
lacks these qualities is so nearsighted that he is blind, having forgotten that he was cleansed from his 
former sins. 10 Therefore, brothers, be all the more diligent to confirm your calling and election, for if you 
practice these qualities you will never fall. 11 For in this way there will be richly provided for you an 
entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. (2 Peter 2:3-11) 

 

 

Westminster Confession of Faith, Article 13 

I. They, who are once effectually called, and regenerated, having a new heart, and a new spirit 
created in them, are further sanctified, really and personally, through the virtue of Christ's death 
and resurrection, by His Word and Spirit dwelling in them: the dominion of the whole body of sin 
is destroyed, and the several lusts thereof are more and more weakened and mortified; and 
they more and more quickened and strengthened in all saving graces, to the practice of true 
holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord. 

II. This sanctification is throughout, in the whole man; yet imperfect in this life, there abiding still 
some remnants of corruption in every part; whence arises a continual and irreconcilable war, 
the flesh lusting against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh. 

III. In which war, although the remaining corruption, for a time, may much prevail; yet, through 
the continual supply of strength from the sanctifying Spirit of Christ, the regenerate part does 
overcome; and so, the saints grow in grace, perfecting holiness in the fear of God. 


