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The Theology of Missions, part two 

The beginnings of God’s missionary movement: 
• The original promise to Abraham - Genesis 12:3 
• God’s reminder of the significance of Abraham – Genesis 18:8 
• In the wake of Abraham’s obedient willingness to sacrifice Isaac, the promises is repeated 
• A reaffirmation of the promise to Isaac – Gen 26:4 
• A reaffirmation of the promise to Jacob at Bethel – Genesis 28:14 

 
The New Testament understanding of Genesis 12 
 

But some men came down from Judea and were teaching the brothers, "Unless you are circumcised according to the 
custom of Moses, you cannot be saved."…5 But some believers who belonged to the party of the Pharisees rose up and 
said, "It is necessary to circumcise them and to order them to keep the law of Moses." 6 The apostles and the elders were 
gathered together to consider this matter. 7 And after there had been much debate, Peter stood up and said to them, 
"Brothers, you know that in the early days God made a choice among you, that by my mouth the Gentiles should hear the 
word of the gospel and believe.  8 And God, who knows the heart, bore witness to them, by giving them the Holy Spirit just 
as he did to us, 9 and he made no distinction between us and them, having cleansed their hearts by faith.  (Act 15:1,5-9) 
 
[Consider Abraham. He] "believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness." 7 Know then that it is those of faith 
who are the sons of Abraham. 8 And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the 
gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, "In you shall all the nations be blessed." 9 So then, those who are of faith are blessed 
along with Abraham, the man of faith… And if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's offspring, heirs according to 
promise. (Gal 3: 6-9,29) 
 
Jesus and the mission to the Gentiles 
 
5 When he had entered Capernaum, a centurion came forward to him, appealing to him, 6 "Lord, my servant is lying 
paralyzed at home, suffering terribly." 7 And he said to him, "I will come and heal him."  8 But the centurion replied, "Lord, I 
am not worthy to have you come under my roof, but only say the word, and my servant will be healed. 9 For I too am a man 
under authority, with soldiers under me. And I say to one, 'Go,' and he goes, and to another, 'Come,' and he comes, and to 
my servant, 'Do this,' and he does it." 10 When Jesus heard this, he marveled and said to those who followed him, "Truly, I tell 
you, with no one in Israel have I found such faith. 11 I tell you, many will come from east and west and recline at table with 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven, 12 while the sons of the kingdom will be thrown into the outer 
darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth." 13 And to the centurion Jesus said, "Go; let it be done 
for you as you have believed." And the servant was healed at that very moment. (Mat 8:5-13) 
 
Implications: 

1) Faith, rather than ethnicity is the defining criterion for membership in the Kingdom of God 
2) The great messianic banquet is affirmed as a universal event (Isaiah 25:6) 
3) Texts that were originally in reference to Israelites “from the east and the west” is now in reference to Gentiles 
4) Jesus implies that the food laws that marked Israel are abolished (Jews were not to eat dine with Gentiles) 
 

The obligation and purpose of Israel 

To live with ethical distinctiveness and moral excellence 
"And now, O Israel, listen to the statutes and the rules that I am teaching you, and do them, that you may live, and go in 
and take possession of the land that the LORD, the God of your fathers, is giving you…. 5 See, I have taught you statutes 
and rules, as the LORD my God commanded me, that you should do them in the land that you are entering to take 
possession of it. (Deuteronomy 4:1,5) 
 
40 Therefore you shall keep his statutes and his commandments, which I command you today, that it may go well with you 
and with your children after you, and that you may prolong your days in the land that the LORD your God is giving you for 
all time." (Deuteronomy 4:40)  
 
To be a witness to the nations 
31 For the LORD your God is a merciful God. He will not leave you or destroy you or forget the covenant with your fathers 
that he swore to them. 32 "For ask now of the days that are past, which were before you, since the day that God created 
man on the earth, and ask from one end of heaven to the other, whether such a great thing as this has ever happened or 
was ever heard of. 33 Did any people ever hear the voice of a god speaking out of the midst of the fire, as you have heard, 
and still live? 34 Or has any god ever attempted to go and take a nation for himself from the midst of another nation, by 
trials, by signs, by wonders, and by war, by a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, and by great deeds of terror, all of 



which the LORD your God did for you in Egypt before your eyes?  35 To you it was shown, that you might know that the LORD 
is God; there is no other besides him. (Deuteronomy 4:31-35) 
 
16 For how shall it be known that I have found favor in your sight, I and your people? Is it not in your going with us, so that we 
are distinct, I and your people, from every other people on the face of the earth?" (Exodus 33:16) 
 
Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession among all 
peoples, for all the earth is mine; and you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation. (Exodus 19:5-6) 
 
5 See, I have taught you statutes and rules, as the LORD my God commanded me, that you should do them in the land that 
you are entering to take possession of it. 6 Keep them and do them, for that will be your wisdom and your understanding in 
the sight of the peoples, who, when they hear all these statutes, will say, 'Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding 
people.' 7 For what great nation is there that has a god so near to it as the LORD our God is to us, whenever we call upon 
him? 8 And what great nation is there, that has statutes and rules so righteous as all this law that I set before you today? 
(Deuteronomy 4:5-8) 
 
26 I will make a covenant of peace with them. It shall be an everlasting covenant with them. And I will set them in their land 
and multiply them, and will set my sanctuary in their midst forevermore. 27 My dwelling place shall be with them, and I will be 
their God, and they shall be my people.  28 Then the nations will know that I am the LORD who sanctifies Israel, when my 
sanctuary is in their midst forevermore." (Ezekiel 37:26-28) 
 
The obligation and purpose of the Church   
 

9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the 
excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you 
are God's people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 11 Beloved, I urge you as 
sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of the flesh, which wage war against your soul. 12 Keep your conduct 
among the Gentiles honorable, so that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may see your good deeds and 
glorify God on the day of visitation. (1Peter 2:9-12) 
 

11 Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called "the uncircumcision" by what is called the 
circumcision, which is made in the flesh by hands-- 12 remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated 
from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. 
13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14 For he himself is our 
peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility…19 So then you are no 
longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, 20 built on the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole structure, being 
joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 22 In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for 
God by the Spirit. (Ephesians 2:11-14, 19-22) 
 

The nations and Israel are one 
5 This one will say, 'I am the LORD's,' another will call on the name of Jacob, and another will write on his hand, 'The LORD's,' 
and name himself by the name of Israel." (Isaiah 44:5) 

 
The Goal of Missions 
 
All nations worship God. 9 And they sang a new song, saying, "Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open its seals, for you 
were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God from every tribe and language and people and nation, 10 and 
you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall reign on the earth." (Revelation 5:9-10) 
 
Healing of the world. 10 Say among the nations, "The LORD reigns! Yes, the world is established; it shall never be moved; he 
will judge the peoples with equity." 11 Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 12 
let the field exult, and everything in it! Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy 13 before the LORD, for he comes, for he 
comes to judge the earth. He will judge the world in righteousness, and the peoples in his faithfulness. (Psalm 96:10-13) 
 
Everything in the world will be made right. For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him to 
reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. (Colossians 1:19-20) 
 
Restoration of relationships. For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the 
dividing wall of hostility by abolishing the law of commandments expressed in ordinances, that he might create in himself 
one new man in place of the two, so making peace, (Ephesians 2:14-15) 
 
 


