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Christian Singleness, part iwo

Review:

The New Paradigm of Family

A woman in the crowd raised her voice and said fo him, “Blessed is the womb that bore you, and the breasts at
which you nursed!” But he said, “Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and keep ifl” (Luke 11:27-28)

And a crowd was sitting around him, and they said to him, "Your mother and your brothers are outside, seeking
you." And he answered them, "Who are my mother and my brothers?2" And looking about at those who sat
around him, he said, "Here are my mother and my brothers! For whoever does the will of God, he is my brother
and sister and mother." (Mark 3:32-35)

Peter began to say fo him, "See, we have left everything and followed you." Jesus said, "Truly, | say to you, there is
no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or lands, for my sake and for the
gospel, who will not receive a hundredfold now in this time, houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and
children and lands, with persecutions, and in the age to come eternal life. (Mark 10:28-30)

When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his mother, "Woman,
behold, your son!" Then he said to the disciple, "Behold, your mother!" And from that hour the disciple took her to
his own home. (John 19:26-27)

The Gift of Singleness

The disciples said to him, “If such is the case of a man with his wife, it is better not to marry.” But he said fo them,
“Not everyone can receive this saying, but only those to whom it is given. For there are eunuchs who have been
so from birth, and there are eunuchs who have been made eunuchs by men, and there are eunuchs who have
made themselves eunuchs for the sake of the kingdom of heaven. Let the one who is able to receive this receive
it.” (Matthew 19:10-12)

I wish that all were as | myself am. But each has his own gift from God, one of one kind and one of another. (1 Cor
7:7)

Iwant you to be free from anxieties. The unmarried man is anxious about the things of the Lord, how to please the
Lord. But the married man is anxious about worldly things, how fo please his wife, and his interests are divided.
And the unmarried or betfrothed woman is anxious about the things of the Lord, how to be holy in body and spirit.
But the married woman is anxious about worldly things, how to please her husband. | say this for your own benefit,
not fo lay any restraint upon you, but to promote good order and to secure your undivided devotion to the Lord.
(1 Cor 7:32-35)

[Biblical examples of single people: Daniel, Jeremiah, Joseph, Jesus, Paul]

Therefore do not be anxious, saying, 'What shall we eate' or 'What shall we drinke' or 'What shall we wear?' For the
Gentiles seek after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. But seek first the
kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you. (Matthew 6:31-33)

As each has received a gift, use it fo serve one another, as good stewards of God's varied grace: (1 Peter 4:10)



Singleness as a Pointer

And Jesus said to them, "The sons of this age marry and are given in marriage, but those who are considered
worthy fo attain to that age and to the resurrection from the dead neither marry nor are given in marriage, for
they cannot die anymore, because they are equal to angels and are sons of God, being sons of the resurrection
(Luke 20:34-36)

“First, marriage is not fundamental in the building of God's people in the new covenant as it wasin the old
covenant. Second, singleness anficipates the age to come in which marriage ifself will be obsolete. Singleness
visibly heralds the coming of the new age.” (Barry Danylak)

“Christian marriage is a testimony of the utterly faithful and unchanging love of God for his people in a
permanent covenant relationship with him; Christian singleness is a testimony to the complete sufficiency of Christ
for the present age and gives visible witness to the hope of our eternal inheritance yet to come; and Christian
sexuality is an expression of the exclusive unity and oneness in the bond of the marriage relationship.” (B Danylak)

Christian “Dating”

Dating non-Christians:

Do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers. For what partnership has righteousness with lawlessness2 Or
what fellowship has light with darkness?g (2 Cor 6:14)

Sex before marriage

For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you abstain from sexual immorality; that each one of you
know how to control his own body in holiness and honor, not in the passion of lust like the Gentiles who do
not know God; that no one transgress and wrong his brother in this matter, because the Lord is an avenger
in all these things, as we told you beforehand and solemnly warned you. For God has not called us for
impurity, but in holiness. (1Thessalonians 4:3-7)

Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christe Shall | then take the members of Christ and make
them members of a prostitute? Never! Or do you not know that he who is joined to a prostitute becomes
one body with her? For, as it is written, "The two will become one flesh."... Or do you not know that your
body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, for you
were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body. (1Corinthians 6:15-16, 19-20)

“ Don't you know that when you sleep with someone, your body makes a promise whether you do or note”
(Vanilla Sky)

How to Date
Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves.
Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. (Philippians 2:3-4)

Do nof rebuke an older man but encourage him as you would a father, younger men as brothers, older
women as mothers, younger women as sisters, in all purity. (1Timothy 5:1-2)



