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Gently Restore — Instead of pretending that conflict doesn't exist or talking about
others behind their backs, we will overlook minor offenses or we will talk personally and
graciously with those whose offenses seem too serious to overlook, seeking to restore
them rather than condemn them. When a conflict with a Christian brother or sister
cannot be resolved in private, we will ask others in the body of Christ to help us settle
the matter in a biblical manner. (Ken Sande www.peacemaker.net)

Move towards the offender
“Good sense makes one slow to anger, and it is his glory to overlook an offense.”

(Proverbs 19:11 ESV)

“If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone.
If he listens to you, you have gained your brother.But if he does not listen, take one or
two others along with you, that every charge may be established by the evidence of two
or three witnesses.If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses
to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector.Truly, |
say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you
loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.Again | say to you, if two of you agree on earth
about anything they ask, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven.For where two
or three are gathered in my name, there am | among them.”

(Matthew 18:15-20 ESV);

Armed with more than hurt feelings

“Brothers,if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should restore
him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be tempted. Bear one
another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.”

(Galatians 6:1-2 ESV)

“Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for building
up, as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear.”
(Ephesians 4:29 ESV)

Confrontation/Restoration leads to Repentance



“And the Lord’s servant must not be quarrelsome but kind to everyone, able to teach,
patiently enduring evil, correcting his opponents with gentleness. God may perhaps
grant them repentance leading to a knowledge of the truth, and they may come to their
senses and escape from the snare of the devil, after being captured by him to do his
will.”

(2 Timothy 2:24—26 ESV)



